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ABSTRACT:
A post-9/11 narrative that conceived of 'jihadi Islam' as the bane of human existence rested
upon several unwarranted, hegemonic assumptions. The claims made by Western
intelligentsia and their comprador counterparts in the Islamicate world, by pundits and the
media, fundamentally relied upon a superficial and selective understanding of the concept
'jihad' in the spiritual and political imaginary of a Muslim. The deployment of a 'flavor-ofthe-month' Islam comes from a Eurocentric epistemic lens that engenders an 'incitement to
discourse' (Massad) of either a 'jihadi Muslim' or a 'moderate Muslim,' a 'bad Muslim' or a
'good Muslim' (Mamdani). This paper provides a a contemporary socio-political genealogy
of the framework of comprehending jihad and armed resistance. In particular, we map the
coordinates of 'expansion' and 'contraction' (Soroush) in the realm of the political jihad. The
larger paradigm of engaging the centrality of jihadi and resistance discourse is intimately
anchored to a project of transformation, emancipation, and liberation. The paper evaluates
how counter-hegemonic notions of jihad have very little to do with the extent of armed
force enacted by its practitioners, but by its substantive and affective 'revolutionary'
appeal. Liberation theology in resisting the empire (Dabashi), in the Islamicate world,
highlights the figures of Malcolm X, Ali Shariati, and Hassan Nasrallah as central to a project
of toward greater sovereignty and social justice in Islamicate lands. The paper
contextualizes these processes in the 'Muslim world' by situation them within both shifting
geopolitics of the world order, as well as the deepening of processes of decolonization.

ACADEMIC PROFILE:
Junaid S. Ahmad is Secretary-General of the International Movement for a Just World
(JUST-Kuala Lumpur); a PhD candidate in De-colonial Thought at the School of Sociology,
University of Leeds; a fellow at the Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA-Istanbul); and
the Director of the Center for Global Studies at the School of Advanced Studies, University
of Management and Technology (UMT), Lahore, Pakistan.

3. Jihad for the liberation of Palestine: Hamas’ discourse on resistance
PAMELA MURGIA
ABSTRACT:
Hamas (acronym for ḥarakat muqāwama al-islāmiyya, “movimento di resistenza islamico”)
is the Palestinian political party which, at present, controls the Gaza Strip. The movement
was founded during the first intifada by members of the Gazan branch of the Muslim
Brotherhood.
Although the movement has been misrepresented as a supporter of global jihad in mediatic
narration, it has always claimed its goal was the liberation of Palestine, calling itself a
“nationalist Islamic movement” to underscore the local nature of its resistance and the
absence of global jihad aspirations.
In this context, jihad is represented as an instrument of resistance towards Israel and its
allies, and can take many forms: armed struggle, strikes, boycott, demonstrations.
However, since its foundation, the movement underwent significant changes in its political
action and thought, which are reflected in its discourse. The Islamic paradigm which
characterised earlier bayānāt, the official statements, was gradually dismantled in favour of
a discourse where the concept of muqāwama, “resistance” with no religious connotation,
was predominant.
The present work aims at showing how Hamas represents jihad in its discourse, and explain
how this representation changed by the means of socio-political context, political events,
relationship with external actors. The analysis has been conducted by combining different
methodologies concerning Discourse Studies theoretical framework, in order to make
explicit the relation between ideology, society and discourse. It also proposes a research
approach that overcome the exceptionality usually attributed to Islamic and jihadi
movements, in favour of the adoption of more comprehensive fields of studies such as
Social Movements theory and Political discourse studies.
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