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ABSTRACT (1500 parole/words):

Conflict zones across the Middle East and North Africa and all along its periphery (Afghanistan, Ethiopia, the
Sahel) have engendered a wide range of responses from regional and external actors. Different normative
paradigms have been used to explain the actions of these state and non-state actors. Authoritarian states, for
example, favor military and paramilitary figures and support their leadership roles in conflict scenarios (Volpi
2013; Hill 2019). Democratic states, on the other hand, act in ways that support technocrats and democrats
(Saidin 2018; Valbjgrn 2019). This understanding of how states operate (and utilize non-state actors in the
process) presents a partial picture, one that often has little correspondence to reality. This panel, therefore,
offers an in-depth study of Middle East and extra-regional state actors and their responses to conflict scenarios
in the wider MENA region. We then define and analyze patterns of attempts by external states to affect political
and military outcomes in Libya. While the panel is not limited to the Libyan case study, we consider the conflict
in Libya as an important laboratory of these dynamics and the starting point for a wider discussion. Additional
cases may be Tunisia, and Morocco (in the MENA region), Ethiopia, Sudan, and Somalia (in the Horn of Africa),
and Niger and Mali (Sahel). In doing so, the panel will be able to disaggregate and analyze the actions of more
democratic (or less authoritarian) and more authoritarian (or less democratic) states using relevant theoretical
perspectives, while noting that an ideal type is not present in either case.

What implications do the extra-regional actors’ actions have on local, regional, and global dynamics in the
coming years? How do Middle Eastern countries interact with local non-state actors? And how with other extra-
regional actors? These are just some of the questions the panelists will try to answer.

Contributions may address one or more key issues that are relevant to this topic, such as:

- the theoretical issues underlying the debate on the increasing interactions between Middle East states and
African states from various IR (disciplinary?) angles.

- the practices and the main actors that have been involved in conflict scenarios in the wider MENA region,
including the Horn of Africa and the Sahel, over the last few years;

- the political strategies and the output of the politics of the Middle East states in relation to local actors and
other extra-regional ones.

The papers and the working language of the panel is English.
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