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ABSTRACT:

In the new millennium visual and graphic arts have acquired an increasingly prominent role
as sites of political expression and participation. That this is true also in the Middle East and
North Africa has become all the more clear in the past decade, especially since the waves of
massive protests commonly known as the ‘Arab Spring’, the Iranian ‘Green Movement’ and
the Turkish ‘Gezi Park Protests’. In the protests that sparked from Sidi Bouzid to the entire
region visual and graphic arts have been a key means of political engagement. Yet, this trend
is not limited to the protests themselves and artistic practices are employed to create new
spaces for political struggle more broadly.

Among the graphic arts, comic books, graphic novels, and cartoons have been prominent
vehicles for popularizing alternative views and narratives. They have contributed to forming
popular counter-publics that consciously (or unconsciously) resist and challenge right-wing
populism and the anti-democratic encroachments of the authoritarian state. Especially
through these genres not only artists but a wide array of social actors — including activists,
students, journalists — have been responding to different dimensions of social and political
crises, challenging hegemonic discourses, established norms, censorship, and taboos.

This panel aims to bring together scholars working on MENA countries from different
disciplines and perspectives (historical, sociological, anthropological, political, religious,
literary, cultural studies, and area studies) to discuss how the graphic arts produced in the
MENA region and its diaspora are changing in response to these crises. In particular, the panel
focuses on comics, cartoons, and graphic novels - artistic expressions which boast a well-
established tradition -, without neglecting phenomena which are relatively new in the region,
such as graphic journalism. Through specific case studies, the panel seeks to investigate how
these graphic art forms are asserting themselves as valuable sites for critical thinking,
contestation, and resistance, therefore how they contribute to the spread of a dynamic
subversive culture.

The language of the panel is English.
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