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Turkey, whose role and regional power has been growing since the 2000s, is at the crossroads of several regional 
tensions and crises. Following the 2011 uprisings, relations between Turkey and the Arab world were renewed 
and complexified. They have been analyzed by various works concerning in particular the geopolitical and 
migratory dimension. (Al Ghazzi, Kraidy 2013; Burdy, Marcou 2013; Daniş 2018). The city of Istanbul is at the 
center of this regional effervescence, moreover with an important role played by Turkish foreign policy in the 
migratory process. 
Media and academic attention is mainly focused on Syrian migration, which counts more than 3.5 million 
refugees in Turkey1. But a growing share of migration to Turkey also comes from other Arab countries, including 
Iraq, Yemen, Egypt, Palestine, Maghreb and Gulf countries; they are refugees, regular or irregular migrants, 
students, businessmen or tourists. Istanbul as the primary destination for these various Arab communities has 
begun to take center stage, with the issue of Syrian refugees still at the forefront (Biehl 2015; Fisher-Onar, 
Pearce, Keyman 2018; Kaya 2017; Pérouse 2016). 
Following the exemple of recent works that want to give an overview of the different communities and attempt 
to study more globally the question of the "Arabness" of the city of Istanbul (Mermier, 2021), it’s a matter of 
this panel to deepen the understanding of the place of Arab presences in this transnational space that is 
Istanbul. This reasoning is made by integrating the political, social and cultural dimensions of the Arab presence 
in Istanbul, while relying on works on the transnationalism of migrations which study the processes of 
constitution, by migrants, of the social fields that connect their country of origin and their country of 
establishment. Migrants develop multiple relationships that cross borders, combining two or more societies 
simultaneously (Basch, Schiller, Blanc 1993; Bauböck, Faist 2010; Bruneau, 2004; Cohen, 2008; Kastoryano 
2000, 2006; Lacroix, 2014; Van Hear , Cohen 2017, 2020). In this sense, it also seems necessary to deepen the 
important role of urban space in social and identity interactions and transformations (Bontemps, Makarami, 
Mazouz 2018; Flamant, Lacroix 2021; Schiller, Çağlar 2011). 
Within this transnational migratory space, many political and intellectual networks have been formed or 
reconstituted in each Arab community, making Istanbul a reference center for the Arab diasporas since 2011. 
The exponential growth of the Arab presence is not notable only from a demographic and urban point of view, 
but also from a cultural, economic and political one. There are now so many Arab television stations 
broadcasting from Istanbul and other media headquartered there, as well as countless bookstores, associations, 
cultural centers, and even fairs dedicated to Arabic publishing. Added to this there are businesses of all kinds, 
which makes the megalopolis a tourist and commercial center that attracts traders, visitors, and investors from 
all over the MENA region. Istanbul then represents for many nationals from Arab countries not only a refuge, 
but also an opportunity for a better life, in a freer social space, despite the he country’s authoritarian turn. Arab 
communities have increased their presence and their anchoring in the city, moving from a transit perspective 
to a settlement perspective, allowing us to question the city of Istanbul as a new “Arab capital”. 
Our panel would like to contribute to the current discussions on these themes while taking into consideration 
the context of the regional crisis. Through the prism of a transnationalist perspective of migrations, we must 
question the relational and social dynamics of the last ten years. In this transnational space, what are the 
relations between the different Arab communities and Turkish society? What dynamics of social and political 
change have they generated in the context of regional crisis? What influence and pressure can countries of 
origin still exert on these exiled communities? How are they influenced by Turkish foreign policy? Each of the 
presentations will provide elements on the political, social and anthropological dimensions of the Arab presence 

 
1 UNHCR statistics. 



in Istanbul, verifying the interactions that have crossed intra-community borders and that give life to a process 
of construction of a new transnational space of relations between different communities in exile, their countries 
of origin and the host society. 
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