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Although it has certainly gained greater relevance in the past decades, the influence of 

existentialism on contemporary Arabic literature in the 1950s and 1960s remains to this day a 

relatively understudied subject in European academia. In particular, the relationship between 

existentialism and literary commitment (iltizām) represents a largely uncharted alley of 

investigation. Indeed novels, plays and short stories (such as Sonallah Ibrahim’s in Egypt, 

Jabra Ibrahim Jabra’s in Iraq, Samira ‘Azzam’s in Palestine, Ghada al-Samman in Syria and 

Suhayl Idris in Lebanon) brought to the stage an experimental style that coalesced nationalist 

and anti-authoritarian concerns with an existentialist style of writing and argued for a form of 

commitment that did not renounce the concept of absolute freedom of the artist, at a time when 

socialist realism gained momentum and promoted the notion of the social function of literature. 

 

This panel invites contributions that explore the intersection between existentialism as thought 

as well as a literary style on one hand, and commitment to the towering pan-Arab causes of 

nationalism, feminism and emancipation on the other.  Motivating this panel is the desire to 

discuss and clarify the significance of this page in the development of modern Arabic 

literature, and the panel welcomes contributions that employ a multidisciplinary methodology 

to challenge/confirm the nature of the intersection between existentialism and literary 



commitment in Arabic as it has crystallized so far.  Papers may focus on, but are not limited 

to, the following themes: 

1. The role of local political causes in individual countries and regions, in novels, plays 

and short stories in Arabic. 

2. The influence of existentialism on literary commitment in the Arab World 

3. Comparative analysis of literary texts exploring the causes of national liberation, 

feminism and class struggle 

4. Critical approaches to the genealogical way of thinking about the popularisation of 

existentialism in the Arab World 

5. The role of literary magazines 
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