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This panel aims to historically investigate, map and analyse experiences of Artivism (i.e. 
activism through art) in the SWANA region, by conceiving artivism as a transnational 
phenomenon, which not only confronts different national contexts but also crosses cultural 
and political boundaries by influencing the construction of new “geographies of liberation”. 
At the same time, this panel will frame artivism as a useful field composed by living primary 
sources which can be explored in order to contribute in writing a transnational history from 
below of the SWANA region. 
In this perspective, the panel aims to empirically observe the political revolutionary potential 
of apparently non-political forms of artistic activism and to understand if and to what extent 
artivism could be understood as a “counter public”, a space of resistance and proactive 
citizenry which can construct a new hegemonic culture.  
Here artivism will be conceived as artistic and cultural practices with a political aim which 
include independent artistic festivals, comics, web series and audio-visuals, performing arts, 
music, street art, digital activism, which are produced both by artists who explicitly politicize 
their work and by activists who use art as a political tool. 
The panel will welcome historically informed case-oriented researches in order to identify 
variables and patterns through a comparative qualitative analysis which takes into account 
local specificities but uses a transnational approach in order to produce an explanation of the 
complexity of phenomena investigated. The panel will welcome researches which are 
grounded in an inductive methodology, which is based on participant observation and hence, 
after the collection and elaboration of the data, allows to produce knowledge on wider 
historical, socio-political and artistic phenomena.  
 
The panel will particularly welcome contributions that: 
- use interdisciplinary approaches where history and social sciences of the middle east 
encounter gender studies, visual and performing arts, digital humanities and where 
qualitative research combines the textual and oral sources analysis with the visual and 
performing arts’ ones; 
- use an intersectional and decolonial perspective; 
- focus on specific revolutionary momentums of the post-colonial phase or on the post 2010-
2011 uprisings phase; 
- look at new forms of activism through art and cultural production, by focusing on the 
experiences of political activists who deliberately chose art as a strategic tool for their 
struggle; 
- observe art as a language of protest and focus on how art becomes, often informally and out 
of official circuits, a political contested space;  



- investigate to what extent creative practices contribute in reconfiguring methods of 
contention within social movements, produce mobilizing projects, and impact social change 
by re-appropriating public spaces, also in a transnational perspective; 
- explore the historically informed political economy of artivism; 
- analyse the interaction between cultural politics and cultural spaces in the light of the 
dynamics of conflict/resistance or cooperation/cooptation between the state, cultural 
institutions and the artivists, by looking at the artivists’ political aim of appropriating the 
cultural domain;  
- look at individual biographies and collective trajectories; 
- focus on gender and LGBTQ+ artivism; 
- focus on digital and media artivism. 
 
 
 
*Aknowledgments: This panel is part of the activities which are realised in the framework of 
the ERC Starting Grant MEGAMAPS – Mapping Emerging Gender Artivism in the 
Mediterranean Arab Public Space (2024-2029). 
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